
On September 9, 1996, the Rocky Mountain Center for Musical Arts 
opened its doors in Lafayette with a vision of “Music for all…for Life!” 
At the time, it was the only community music school in Colorado 
focusing on music education. The school merged with the Colorado 
Music Festival in 2009. In 2013, the name was shortened to Center for 
Musical Arts.

Co-founders Peggy Bruns and Kathy Kucsan met as graduate students 
at the CU College of Music. At the time, both were headed toward 
more traditional music careers (Bruns in public schools and Kucsan 
in higher education), but they soon discovered that they shared a 
philosophy and an approach to music education that aligned with the 
National Guild for Community Arts Education: access to music for all, 

regardless of background or financial circumstances. The school began with the belief that no one should ever be 
turned away because of lack of ability to pay (and in 30 years, no one ever has been). The name Rocky Mountain Center 
for Musical Arts was chosen in order to provide potential future expansion into other communities.  

Our core philosophy is EXCELLENCE, ACCESS, COMMUNITY, and HEART. The Center for Musical Arts employs 40
teaching artist level faculty who provide excellence in musical mentoring via individual and group lessons, classes,
workshops, and ensembles. Students are nurtured and encouraged to discover their own excellence through music. 
Since its inception, the school has provided access (need-based tuition assistance and low/no cost instrument rentals)
to any interested member of the community, regardless of background or financial circumstance. The CMA builds 
community through music, with diverse programming and service to the larger population. And through a lifelong
love of music and careful attention to the individual, our approach is heart-centered and inclusive. There is a place for
everyone at the CMA. 

Since 1996, we have served over 22,000 students. Taught over 150,000 lessons. Loaned instruments to students 
from five surrounding school districts, reached almost 5,000 students with need-based tuition assistance. We’ve 
sent students to prestigious music schools including New England Conservatory, Eastman, Juilliard, Oberlin, Berklee 
College of Music, Indiana University, and of course, the CU Boulder College of Music. But mostly, we have fostered a 
lifelong love and appreciation of music. Yesterday’s CMA students are today’s CMA’s parents, enrolling their children 
(and sometimes the entire family!) in lessons. Today, the CMA serves more than 700 students weekly with programming 
from early childhood music classes to individual and group lessons, Piano Lab, the Rocky Mountain Concert Band, 
Jazz Studies, Broadway on Baseline, and the Big Band. Still deeply rooted in the founding philosophy of equity and 
inclusion, the Center for Musical Arts has become a focal point for music in the region, a musical home for everyone. 

Rocky Mountain Center for Musical Arts Founding Values:

• The significant power of music to enrich human existence and create community
• The value of all kinds of music
• The creative potential of every individual
• Access to music for all members of the community
• Excellent and inspiring musical mentorship
• The value of trust, integrity and respect, within a heart-centered environment
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